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to follow their dear master. They first put on all
their finery, and repair to the place opposite to the
Temple, where all the people are assembled. After
having danced and sung a sufficiently long time,
they pass around their neck a cord of buffalo hair
with a running knot, and immediately the Ministers
appointed for executions of this kind, come for-
ward to strangle them, recommending them to go to
rejoin their master, and render to him in the other
world services even more honorable than those which
had occupied them in this.

The principal servants of the great Chief having
been strangled in this way, they strip the flesh off
their bones, particularly those of their arms and
thighs, and leave them to dry for two months, in a
kind of tomb, after which they take them out to be
shut up in the baskets which are placed in the
Temple by the side of the bones of their master.
As for the other servants, their relatives carry them
home with them, and bury them with their arms and
clothes.

The same ceremony is observed in like manner on
the death of the brothers and sisters of the great
Chief. The women are always strangled to follow
the latter, except when they have infants at the breast,
in which case they continue to live, for the purpose
of nourishing them. And we often see many who
endeavor to find nurses, or who themselves strangle
their infants, so that they shall not lose the right of
sacrificing themselves in the public place, according
to the ordinary ceremonies, and as the law prescribes.

This Government is hereditary; it is not, however,
the son of the reigning Chief who succeeds his
father, but the son of his sister, or the first Princess



